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ADVERTISEMENT. 


NE following Diſcourſe was not deſigned to be 
made more public than at the time when it was 
preached ; but ſome valuable friends, hoping the peruſal 
of it might do good, ſolicited its publication. —lf the 
Reader duly conſiders the ſolemn event which occaſioned 
it, together with the emotions of a Parent's heart, while 
thinking and ſpeaking on ſo tender and intereſting a ſub- 
Jet ; he will kindly receive it in that plain dreſs in which 
it appears.— The Author has been long ſatisfied in his 
. own mind, that the doctrine contained in it, is not only 
agreeable to the ancient confeſſions of proteſtant-churches, 
but is conſonant to ſcripture, which is the only rule to 
direct us,—Should any immortal ſouls reap ſpiritual be- 
nefit by it, let God have the praiſe, That this end may 
be anſwered, it is humbly committed to the divine bene- 
diction by 0 
| R. WINTER. 


Took"s-Court, Curſitor-Street. 
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s E R M O N, & 


s the providence of God Fas made a 

breach in my family by the death of 
| my only ſon, I ſhall attempt to make an 
improyement of this bereaving event for the 
benefit of the living. Death and the grave 
are awful and inſtructive, but very com- 
mon topics. My prayer has been, that 1 
might be directed to a ſubject, which tended 
to alleviate natural ſorrow, and adminiſter 
matter. of religious joy. Accordingly, my 
thoughts were led to that portion of ſeriptyse 
n mow will find 3 in 
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Ly KE xv. 24. 


Par this 15 ſou was dead, Paw is alive again ; 
a a loft, and 1s Hound. ' Lind IP vga 
10 be ; mer W 


| "AN improper 75 unſuitable ſubje& to 
diſcourſe upon, as the foundation of a fune- 
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ral ſermon, ſome. may think this is; it 
would rather agree to a ſeaſon of feſtivity: 
but my deſign is to ſhew, what a marvellous 
change the converſion of a ſinner to God is, 
and that it lays a ſure ground for gladneſs 
and j oy both on earth and in heaven. 


This well-known parable of the prodigal 


fon, were it read in the light of a narrative, 


or as an hiſtorical fact, could not but afford 
entertainment and pleaſure to a well-diſ- 
poſed mind : but- we are to regard it as a 
moſt affecting and inſtructive allegory, or 
parable, delivered by our gracious Re- 
deemer, the principal purport of which is, 
to ſet forth the ſin, the folly and miſery of 
ſinners in departing from God the fountain 


of happineſs ; ; together with the condeſcen- 


tion, the freeneſs and riches of his grace, 
in receiving them to his favour upon their 


repentance and return to him. A conſider- 


able critic®* obſerves upon it, * That it is 
carried on and conducted with admirable 


| wiſdom and proportion in the parts as well 


as the whole; and there is fo exact a rela» 
tion between. the things repreſented, and 
the repreſentation of them, that the moſt 
elevated underſeanding will admire, and the 


* Blackyall's Sacred Claſſics, Vol. i. p. 270, 271. 
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loweſt capacity diſcover the excellent atid 
moſt uſeful moral, that lies under ſo thin 
and fine a veil:“ 

The time will not allow me to enter into 
the various circumſtances recorded in the 
parable. In general, we have here a lively 
emblem of the readineſs there is in God, to 
embrace in tlie arms of his mercy and love 
thoſe tranſgreſſors and backſliders, who are 
enabled to come confeſſing their guilt and 
unworthineſs; with an aſſurance that they 
ſhould be provided by him with every thing 
that is capable of making them truly happy 


in time and eternity. The beſt robe, the 


ring, the ſhoes, and the fatted calf, are 
intended to hold up to our view the ſpecial 
privileges of the everlaſting covenant, juſti- 
fication by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, adop- 
tion into the family of heaven, ſanctification 
of heart and life, or an holy walking before 
God and the world; and, in a word, that 
feaſt of fat things, which the Lord of hoſts 
promiſed to make for all people, for Gen- 
tiles as well as Jews, ſpoken of by the - 
phet Iſaiah in chap. xxv. 6. 

The prodigal's return to his father' 9 
houſe, is then a figure of the return of a ſin- 
ner, ready to periſh, unto God, as recon- 

B 2 ciled 
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ciled in Chriſt; whether he were left to 
commit iniquity with greedineſs, or re- 
ſtrained from groſs abominations. It is a 
deſcription of every real penitent; he was 
dead, and is alive again; he was loſt, and is 


found. 


I. The ſubject leads me to point out the de- 
plorable and wretched caſe and condition 
of the unregenerate, as dead and loſt. 


II. The happy change which is effected by 
renewing grace. And, 


III. The reafon and occaſion which this 


change gives for gladneſs and rejoicing. 


When I have gone over theſe heads of 
diſcourſe, I deſign to ſpeak more particu- 
larly concerning the deceaſed. 


I. The ſubject leads me to point out the 
deplorable and wretched caſe and condi- 
tion of the unregenerate, as dead and 


e | 
Let us take the ideas diſtinctly. 
(1) The ſcripture declares, that mankind, 
while unconverted, are in a ſtate of ſpiritual 


death. 
'Some 


Some of us have been eye-Mitnefles e of the 
entrance of death into our houſes ; which, 
when it is commiſſioned of God, ſpares 
none; it cuts off the young as well as the 
aged.— I am now to direct your thoughts 
to another kind of death, which is unſpeak- 
ably: more dreadful in its nature and conſe- 
quences; a death which has ſeized upon 
both parts of human nature; for there is a 
ſenſe in which the body, as well as the ſoul, 
is ſpiritually dead: it is ſo when its mem 
bers are yielded as inſtruments of unrigh- 
teouſheſs unto God: and the ſoul is thus 
dead, when its faculties are employed in the 
ſervice of fin. The ſcripture ſpeaks of 
them who live in pleaſure, that they are dead 
while they live. 1 Tim. v. 6. By the ſame 
figure, not only are voluptuous and vicious 

perſons repreſented as dead, but all man- 
kind were by nature in the ſame ſtate. 
The 2 ge ſays to the Epheſians, in 
chap. ii. 1. that they once were dead in 
treſpaſſes aaa ſins. Yes, ſay ſome “, So 
they were in their pagan- ſtate; but this was 
net the ſtate of the Gentile made a proſelyte 
of juſtice,” or of the Jew, and much leſs of 
the "baptized chriſtian ; and ſo we cannot 


Wo wy on the Five Points, Page 270. 2d edition. 
* argue 


argue from theſe words which do ſo cer- 
tainly relate to the worſt of heathens, that 
this muſt be the natural eſtate of all men.” 

Contrary to this opinion, it is obſervable, 
that the apoſtle puts himſelf into the num- 
ber, in ver. 5. When ve were dead in ſins, 
he has quickened us together with Chriſt. 
He who was not an idolater, but a wor- 
ſhipper of the God of Iſrael, who was 
blameleſs touching the righteouſneſs of the 


law, he, I fay, includes himſelf among 


them who were dead in fins, We may 


therefore conclude, that this is a true de- 


ſcription of all ; be their external difference 
what it may. The apoſtle alſo ſays, in 
2 Cor. v. 14. If one died for all, then 
were all dead. Chriſt died for Jews as well 
as Gentiles; conſequently they were alike 
dead. Do you inquire of the procuring 
cauſe of their death ? The ſcripture informs 
us, it is fin. God ſaid to Adam, In the 


day thou eateſt of the forbidden tree, thou 


ſhalt ſurely die. He did eat of it, and died 
that ſame day; not a natural, but a ſpiritual 
death. The ſcripture tells us, In Adam all 
have ſinned, and in Adam all die. By his 
one offence judgment came upon all men to 


condemnation. So ſoon as born, we come 


3 under 


Tho 
under a ſentence of death; and not only aro 
we as men dead in law, or liable to the exe- 
cution of the ſentence, but are morally or 
-fpiritually dead, with reſpect to holineſs, 
hope, and true conſolation ; deprived of real 
excellence and beauty before God, and more 
lothſome to him than a Jenn hs can 
bow ce: 

We all know, that the body dies imme- 
diately upon the ſoul's being diſlodged from 
it; but how few conſider fin as that evil 
which ſeparates between God and man. 
Here i is a death unlamented by all but thoſe 
who are made ſpiritually alive. If the Lord 
hide his face from his people, they are 
troubled ; but his diſtance from the uncon- 
yerted gives them no trouble ; for they are 
dead; without God in the world, and with- 
gut deſire of his gracious preſence. a 

We read in Ecclef. i ix. 5. The dead know 
pot any thing. *Tis true of them who are 
dead in fins, that they know not any thing, 
in the religious life, as they ought to know: 
they know not the finfulneſs of their own 
hearts; they know not God, nor Jeſus 
Chriſt whom he has ſent. Eph. iv. 18. 
Having the underſtanding darkened, being 
priate from the life of God through the 

ignorance 
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ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the 


blindneſs of their heart. Moreover, tis 
ſaid of them who are naturally dead, They 
praiſe not the Lord. Pf. cxv. 17. This alſo, 
is applicable to the dead in ſin; they have no 
heart to praiſe and glorify God. . Vigorqus 


and active they may be both in, mind and 


body with reſpect to worldly objects, at the 
ſame time they are deſtitute of ſpiritual in- 
clinations to God, and the thing s of a, 
They may attend on all the ae 0 
his worſhip, but are habitually regardleſs e 2 
his authority and grace. I ſhall mention 
one thing more, which is as ſure a proof, of 
a perſon's being ſpiritually dead, ps any that 
can be named; 1 mean, his living in 
neglect of os prayer. He can riſe in the 
morning, and retire to reſt at night, without 
calling upon and acknowledging, God. God 
is not in all his thoughts. I the rather drop 
this bint, becauſe about three years | ago | 
when 1 was expatiating, in the courſe of 


my miniſtry, upon ai N the Lorg Was 
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vate inftruQtions "dh. were I 


given bim. On his dying bed he oonfeſſeg, 


that 


hd 


| that he had till that time lived as thodght: 
leſs of God as a beaſt; and from that time 
he had not omitted having recourſe to God 
in ſecret: May the mention of this paſſage 
of his life prove, through the divine bleſ- 
fing, the means of awakening ſome ſtupid 
ſinner to ariſe and call upon God. Dead 
indeed they are in fin, who have no love to 
prayer, a duty which conſiſts of converſing 
with the greateſt and beſt of Beings. ' We 
may ſay of them, they have mouths, but 
they ſpeak not to God. Tis obſervable of 
fome; who once dreaded to retire to a ſoli- 
| tary place, that when the Lord gave them 
an heart to know and love him, it became a 
pleaſure and privilege: to pour out their de- 
fires before him in folitude. But they, 
who live in an habitual negle& of this plain 
commanded duty, are dead while they live. 
Not till the prodigal came to himſelf, not 
till he was reſtored to his right mind, did 
he purpoſe in his heart to acknowledge his 
_ fin, and implore relief of his Father. 
Well; this is one part of the character of 
the unregenerate, ; they are ſpiritually dead. 


* 4 come next to TL that they are in 
= toft condition. This my. ſon was loſt.— 
| C We 


ST Ut.) 
We often uſe the word with application to 
natural death : ſuch a one has loſt a parent, 
a child, a friend; and how great is that 
loſs! But here is a loſs far exceeding all 
temporal bereavements; it is the loſs of the 
ſoul, or, the ſoul in a loſt ſtate ; not irre- 
coverably and finally, as thoſe in hell are 
loſt, who are beyond the calls of the goſ- 
pel, and the extent of mercy.; yet they are 
ſo loſt as to be in danger of periſhing for 
ever. . 
The idea ſeems to be borrowed from 
ſheep that are gone aſtray, which, in the 


eaſtern country eſpecially, was attended with 


the utmoſt hazard from wild beaſts who 
ſought after their prey. The prophet Iſaiah, 
in chap. liii. mourning over the fin and 
miſery of human nature, ſays, All we like 
ſheep have gone aſtray; we have turned 
every one to his own way. Unconverted 
ſinners are loſt as to all ſubſtantial good. By 
ſin they are deprived of the true happineſs 


of their ſouls ; for they have loſt the know- 


ledge of God, conformity to him, and fel- 
lowſhip with him. Their ſpiritual enemies 
have ſeized upon them, and they are in im- 
minent danger of being devoured. Your 
adverſary the devil walks about, ſeeking 

1 whom 


whom he may devour. This is the true 
condition of every one of us by nature; but, 
alas! how few perceive it, ſo as to be im- 
preſſed with it. The loſſes which men ſuſ- 
tain of their ſubſtance by fire, by thieves, 
and in a way of commerce, theſe are laid to 
heart too often immoderately ; but as to the 
loſs of the ſoul by its departure from God, 
here they are infenſible; and even they 
whom the Lord has reſtored to life, are not 


ſo deeply touched with it as they ought 
to be. 


I proceed II. To lay before, you the 
bleſſed change which is effected by quicken- 
Ing and renewing grace, in the heart and 
life of an unconverted ſinner. This my 
ſon was dead, and is alive again; he was. 
loſt, and is found. 


Let us here, as * take the ideas 
apart. 


(1) The converſion of a ſinner, is his 
recovery to ſpiritual life. 
So the ſcripture frequently ſpeaks. I 
Rom. xi. 15. The converſion of the oli is 
faid to be, life from the dead: and ſays the 
apoſtle John, in 1ſt Ep. iii. 14. We know 
C 2 we 
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we have paſſed from death to life, becauſe- 
we love the brethren.—What an amazing 
alteration do we behold in the natural world 
at this preſent ſeaſon, by the ſpringing of 
the earth. How much greater will that be. 
hereafter at the reſurrection of the body. 
But here is a change ſuperior to all, though. 
often leſs diſcernible, viz. the reſurrection 
of the ſoul from a death in fin to the life of. 
God. Not only does the free gift, as the 
apoſtle ſpeaks in Rom. v. 18. come upon. 
all men, upon Jews and Gentiles who be- 
lieve, unto juſtification of life by the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, whereby they may be 
{aid to live again, as a criminal in a judicial 
ſenſe by the royal mercy extended -to him ; 
but there is alſo a real change wrought in the 
heart and converſation, which well deſerves 
the name of life. Previous hereto, in the 
uſual method of the divine procedure, the 
ſinner's conſcience is alarmed ; his thoughts 
trouble him; he is awakened to diſcern his. 
guilt and danger, and is poſſeſſed of fearful 
apprehenſions of the wrath to come. On 
ſome perſons theſe legal terrors are conti- 
nued much longer, and in a greater degree 
than on others: nor is it uncommon for 
many to ſmother and ſtifle their convictions 


| | by 
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by complying with the temptations of the 
world; a dangerous way of getting rid of 
them. But when the Lord's time is come 
for the converſion of a finner, ſpiritual and 
ſupernatural life is then imparted and in- 
fuſed in an inſtant. From that happy pe- 
' riod, the finner who was dead, is alive 
again. The life, which was loſt by the fall, 
is reſtored; and that more abundantly. 
'Tis the ſoul's ſpiritual nativity ; the ſinner 
1s born again, and made a new creature ; 
being quickened by the Spirit. In another 
view, it is his reſurrection-day; for he is 
then riſen with Chriſt, through the faith of 
the operation of God. The apoſtle, ſpeak- 
ing of this divine life, ſays, in Gal. ii. 20. 
TI live, yet not I; but Chriſt lives in me. 
As natural life is cauſed by the union of the 
foul with the body, ſo ſpiritual life is the 
immediate effect of that vital union which 
ſubſiſts between Chriſt and them who be- 
lieve in him. Not till this union takes 
place, is any one of us made alive to God. 
Many have 2 name to live, and are dead; 
but J ſay it again, not till thou art united to 
the Lord Jeſus, doſt thou know by expe- 
rience what it is to live in the beſt and no- 
bleſt ſenſe, 1991 I a: | 
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If any of you be deſirous to know, whe- 
ther this marvellous change is wrought in 
you; whether you be a partaker of this di- 
vine and moſt excellent life ; let me aſk you, 
Are you convinced, that you were once 
dead in fins? Are there any motions in 
your heart towards God and heavenly ob- 
jets? Do you ſpeak to God daily by 
prayer and thankſgiving? Do you breathe 
after his gracious preſence and the enjoy- 
ment of him? Do you feel fin as your 
burden too heavy for you, and cry out for 
deliverance from it? They who are ſpiri- 
tually alive know experimentally what theſe 
things mean. They live, and would live, 
on Chriſt's fulneſs. They renounce their 
beſt doings in the article of their acceptance 
with God; yet they walk in good works, 
and are careful to maintain them. They 
live righteouſly, ſoberly and godly in this 
preſent evil world. In a word, they who 
are alive again in a ſpiritual ſenſe, live to 
him that died, and roſe again for them ; 
making his ſervice their bulineſs, and his 
glory their end. 


(2) The 1 idea which deſcribes the 
felicity of a renewed ſoul is, that he is 
found. 


1 
found. This my ſon was loſt, and is 
found. | 
I )he ſpecial love and care of the Lord to 
them whom he brings back from their wan- 
_ dering ſtate, is ſet forth by this expreſſion. 
Of themſelves, they were incapable of re- 
turning ; and if left to their own will, they 
would have gone on in theit treſpaſſes, until 
they fell into the pit of deſtruction, from 
whence there is no deliverance. But he, 
who in his love and pity redeemed them 
with the ineſtimable price of his blood, goes 
after them in the wilderneſs, and both 
ſearches his loſt ſheep and ſeeks them 
out. Ezek. xxxiv. 11. Which is explained 
in John x. 16. Other ſheep, meaning the 
Gentiles, I have, which are not of this 
fold; them I muſt bring, and they ſhall 
hear my voice; hear it ſo as to obey it, 
The voice of his word, or of his rod; be the 
inſtrument of converſion what it may, the 
heart ſhall be penetrated by it ; and then 
they, who were as ſheep going aſtray, are 
.cauſed to return to the ſhepherd and biſhop 
of their ſouls. Our Lord ſays of himſelf, 
in Luke xix. 10. The ſon of man is come 
to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt. He 
beholds them on the point of periſhing, yet 
unwilling 
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unwilling to return; but, O aſtoniſhing 
goodneſs! he makes them willing in the 
day of his power; which agrees to that paſ- 
ſage in Rom. x. 20. I was found of them 
that ſought me not; I was made manifeſt 
to them that aſked not after me. 

This is a brief deſcription of the conver- 
ſion of a poor thoughtleſs ſinner. Whether 
in the prime of life, or in advanced years, 
he that was dead, is alive again; he that 
was in a loſt and ruined ſtate, is found, is 
ſtopped in his courſe of iniquity, is brought 
to repent of ſin, to return to God, and to 
believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for his eter- 5 
nal ſalvation. 

I now paſs on to the third general head. 


II. This N and 8 1 8 
5 lays a foundation for gladneſs and re- 

joicing. The text, s my began to 
be merry. | 


Joy filled the houſe upon the return of 
the prodigal; to allude to Eſther viii. 17. 
They had joy and gladneſs, a feaſt, and a 
good day. 

Thus in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 'when a dead and 
loſt ſoul is quickened and found, it is the 
| cauſe 


cauſe of rejoicing both on earth and in 
heaven. 


] (1) His religious friends are glad becauſe 


of this change; eſpecially they who mourn- 
ed over him and prayed for him. | 
 _ Ungodly children, who will not hearken 
to the faithful and wholeſome advice of pa- 
rents and others, little think what grief of 
mind, what bitterneſs of ſpirit their unto- 
ward conduct is to them. On the contrary, 
if they ſaw that you were mindful of God, 
thoughtful of your ſouls, and inquiring the 
way to heaven, ſaying, What muſt I do to 


be ſaved? If they had ground to believe, 
that you hated fin, and loved to walk in the 


paths of religion; their ſorrow would be 
turned into joy: how welcome would you 

be to their hearts? for your converſion 
would be an anſwer to the many fervent 
prayers they offered in your behalf. 
Others alſo beſides your dear relatives would 
rejoice, and be thankful to God for his 
ſaving mercy to you. When Barnabas ſaw 
the grace of God in the cqnyerts at Antioch, 
he was glad. Acts xi. 23. You cannot give 
your parents and your beſt: friends greater 


Joy than to ſee you love religion, and walk - 


in the truth. If the buddings of reaſon, 
— | and 
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and the liſpings of children be pleaſant to 
obſerve, how much more the beginnings of 


grace, and the language of the heavenly 
Canaan. | 


(2) There is joy in heaven at the con- 
verfion of a ſinner. 

Our Lord ſays in the chapter before us, 
ver. 10. There is joy in the preſence of the 
angels of God over one finner that repents. 


No ſooner is the change wrought, than it is 
revealed to thoſe holy ſpirits; upon which 


they take the immediate charge of ſuch per- 
ſons, and miniſter for them, until they carry 
their ſouls hence into Abraham's boſom. If 
thoſe morning ſtars ſang together, and all 


thoſe ſons of God ſhouted for joy, when 


the foundations of the earth were laid, cer- 
tainly, then, heaven muſt ring with their 


acclamations upon a ſinner's being created i in 


Chriſt Jeſus to good works. 

Farther. God himſelf, the author of the 
work, is repreſented as rejoicing. The pa- 
rent of the prodigal ſaid, It is meet that we 
ſhould make merry and be glad. It points 
out the unſpeakable pleaſure which the Lord 


takes in the operation of his own hand, 
. The Father beholds his purpoſe of grace exe- 


guted. The Lord Jeſus ſees of the travel of 
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his ſoul, and is ſatisfied. The Holy Spirit, 
who ſtrove with the ſinner by conviction, 
now beholds that good work begun, which 
ſhall be performed unto the day of Chriſt. 


O what condeſcenſion is expreſſed in that 
language which the Moſt High utters in 


Zeph: iii. 17. The Lord thy God in the 


midſt of thee is mighty; he will ſave; he 


will rejoice over thee with. joy; he will. 


reſt in his love; he will joy over thee with 
ſinging. Can you hear all this, thou care- 


- leſs ſinner; without ſome emotions of heart? | 
Can you hear, that heaven and earth would | 


reſound with joy at your converſion, and 


yet reſolve to go on ſtill in your treſpaſſes, 


to the wounding of your religious friends; 
yea, to the grief of God himſelf? Attend 
to what he ſays in Iſa. Ixiii. 10. They r re- 
belted and vexed his Holy spirit, therefore 
he was turned to be their enemy, and fought 
againſt them. Be perſuaded, then, for the 
good of your ſoul, to cry unto God, My 
Father, be thou the guide of my youth. 
Bring me out of my ſinful, periſhing ate, 
teach me in the way of wiſdom, and lead 
me in right paths. Moreover, ye who are 


aged ſinners, there is room in the heart and 


houſe of God for you, if you now ſeek him, 
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and call upon him; for he may be found; 
he is near, and ready to forgive. He has 


no pleaſure in the death or deſtruction of a 


finner ; but that he turn from his way and 
live: Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die? Pray unto 
God to give you an heart to repent of your 
wickedneſs, and be encouraged by that gra- 
cious declaration in Iſa. lv. 7. Let the wick- 
ed forſake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts; (let ſin be hated in your 
heart) and let him return to the Lord, and 


he will have mercy on him; and to our 


God, for he will abundantly paaden Was 


the heart of the father made joyful when the 
prodigal returned from his evil courſe ? The 


Lord of heaven and earth will rejoice over 
you to do you good, if your heart be in- 
clined now to make an ingenuous confeſſion 


of your bbs agen and to keine tie.” 


Having thus endeavoured to open the 
ſubject, I ſhall now ſpeak to you concern- 


ing my dear deceaſed. ſon, without flattery, 


without partiality, to the honour of divine 
grace which quickened him when dead in fin. 
and found him when he was loſt. 
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I have already told you that which may be 
conſtrued as the firſt ſaving impreſſion upon 
his heart. When a ſinner is converted, be- 
hold, he prays. My deſign is to relate the 
frame of his ſpirit as it was exemplified in 
his laſt ſickneſs, which was very Aer 
and exceeding painful. 
Though T cannot but mourn as one that 
mourns for an only. ſon, yet as God, in his 
all- wiſe and adorable providence, has taken 
him to himſelf,” I would as one that loved 
him rejoice, becauſe he is gone to the Fa- 
ther, to his Father and my F aer to his 
"wow and my Gd. | 
On the 2d of laſt February; ORs I was 
broughy to my houſe from the country, 
where he had been for change of air without 
effect, he deſired to have family-worſhip 
performed i in his chamber; that, as he ſaid, 
he might not be deprived of that privilege. 
Here, you ſee he accounted ſocial: prayer 
and reading the ſcriptures to be a privilege. 
Let ſuch as live in the . of the ee be 
aſhamed and reform. | 
With reſpect to his bodily-malady (a con- 
Grmied conſumption) he expreſſed his thank- 
fulneſs to God, that he had not been left to 
bring it de himſelf by riot and intem- 
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perancez but ſaw it to be more immediately 
the hand of God. When ſuffering moſt 
acute pains in divers parts of his body, he 
ſaid, I had rather have them ſanctified for 
my good than merely removed. I could 
willingly endure racks and tortures, if they 
might be the means of bringing me near to 
God. It is lawful to pray for the removal 
of them, yet I would fay, as our Lord did, 
who deſired the cup might paſs from him, 
not my will, but thine be done. The Lord 
lays no more on me than he enables me to 
bear: he is gracious indeed, and amazingly 
ſupports me; and I truſt it 1s all for my 
good: God's time is the beſt time, and it is 
beſt to be in his hands. What I endure is a 
fiery trial (alluding to the extreme burning 
heat within him) O that it may be made to 
be a purifying fire! An interval of eaſe, 
though but for a moment, would be a 
mercy ;' but I deſire not to be radically bet- 
ter, becauſe I believe this pain and weak- 
neſs are deſigned to bring me home. Upon 
being ſpoken to of the bleſſing -of natural 
reſt, he ſaid, how much more | thankful 
ſhould we be for ſpiritual reſt, reſt of ſoul. 
Speaking of the apparently intricate ways of 
Providence, with alluſion to the march of 

eg, the 
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the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, he repeated 
theſe lines in Doctor Watts's Pſalms; Pi. 9950 


He led their march far wand' ring round, 
Twas the right path to Canaan” O ground : 


adding, ſo mine, bog a nth of pain and 


trial, yet it is the right way. 
He diſcovered a very penitent heart for 


the ſins and follies of his youth ; ſaid, he 


hated them, and was aſhamed: of himſelf 


becauſe of them; and divers times uttered 
theſe words, If the Lord were to condemn - 


me for ever, he would be juſt. Sometimes 
he complained of hardneſs of heart, ſtupi- 
dity, and trifling fooliſh thoughts, which 
were his burden; and ſaid, the beſt J can do 


deſerves condemnation ; I muſt have Chriſt, 


for I cannot live nor die without him. 
Many a time he ſpake of that which the 
Lord Jefus had done and ſuffered for ſinners, 
as the only ground of his hope. On his 
bicth-day, March 25, he ſpake to thoſe 
who were by his bedſide concerning the new 
birth. I do hope the Lord has begun a good 
work in tne; he ſhall have all the glory, for 


| TI have nothing to lay claim to of my own. 


On April Sth, the day on which his ap- 
prenticeſhip expired, he took particular no- 
- tice 
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tice of the goodneſs of God which led him 
to ſerve in a religious family, where prayer 
is wont to be made; and where he was 
treated more like a ſon than a ſervant. I 
am now, ſaid he, out of my time, and almoſt 


out of time, 1 have every thing to praiſe 
God for. 

A day or two. before his departure, he 
defired his ſiſter to obſerve how very much 
emaciated he was: you ſee how little here 
is to feed the worms : I care not how ſoon 
I lay down theſe bones; for though after 
my ſkin worms deſtroy this body, yet in my 
fleſh I ſhall ſee God as my Redeemer, 
Though I have-not thoſe ornaments which 
many chriſtians have, yet I have the ſame 


foundation, and it is a ſure foundation. 


Though but a babe in grace, I truſt I am a 
child of God. bk 4 care not what you do with 
my body: my ſoul I have committed into 
the hands of Chriſt, and having reſigned it 
to him, I now lie waiting his will. —On © 
the morning of the day of his death, he ſaid 
to me,, J once thought it hard to part with 
my dear father and my dear fiſter, but I can 
now readily part with all to go to Chriſt.” 
I was then obliged to leave him, (which I 
did with tears both of grief and joy) being 
expected 


La 1 
expected to preach in the city; Preſently 
after, an aged miniſter of the goſpel, 
whom my ſon knew, came to ſee him, and 
had converſation with him to his great ſa- 
tisfaction, which he thus mentioned in a 
letter written to me that ſame week! I 
wiſh to be thankful; that the good provi- 
dence of the Lord led me to your houſe laſt 
Tusſday. My laſt viſit to your ſon will, I 
believe, have a place in my. memory as long 
as I can remember any thing. How my 
heart rejoiced in the ſolid ſcriptural account 
he gave of his hope. Happy ſhall I be, if 
the Lord enables me to cloſe my life with a 
ſimilar teſtimony to his faithfulneſs and 
grace. I forced myſelf from him, fearing 
that he exerted himſelf too much; other- 
wiſe I could have ſpent hours by his bed- 
fide.” The evening of that day, a few 
hours before his diffolution, a valuable 
friend, being deſirous to ſee him once more, 
came to him, and upon aſking him how he 
did ? received this anſwer, I was never ſo 
well ; for I think I am near home. Upon 
this friend's ſaying, I have not a doubt but 
the Lord will be with you to the laſt ; he 
anſwered with an emphaſis, Nor J. Meri. 


mentioned to his fiſter ſome things which 
| E 1 he 


„„ 
he wiſhed to have diſpoſed of aftet his death 
to thoſe that were in neceſſity, he then ſaid, 
Now I have done with the world; _— ſoon 
fell aſleep in Jeſus, 

Thus was my ſon viſited by a wiſe ad 
gracious God both with ſufferings and con- 
ſolations. Glory, glory be to his holy 
name. While, my friends, you condole 
with me upon the loſs I ſuſtain, rejoice alſo 
with me for the ſolid ground J have to be- 

lieve, that his ſoul is received into the ever- 
_ laſting kingdom of the Lord Jefas Chriſt. 
This is my greateſt ſupport. A very few 
years are paſt in which I have been bereaved 
of a beloved yoke-fellow, a worthy brother, 
an affectionate daughter, and now of my 
only ſon ; all of whom were highly favoured 
on their dying beds with the diſcoveries and 
communications of divine- grace and love; 
a confirmation this, of the reality and powet 
of the religion of Chriſt. —As to theſe par- 
ticulars, how it will be with you 4 me, 
when death approaches, we know not; but 
if we would have the conſolations of the 
goſpel to revive our hearts, let us in the 
mean time ſee to it, that we walk with 
God in all his ordinances and command- 
' ments blameleſs ; that we live by faith on 


I the 
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the Son of God; watch and pray, that we 
enter not into temptation, and that we keep 
ourſelves unſpotted from the world. 

My young friends, the ſolemn event 
ſpeaks aloud to you. You may now be in 
high health, and to-morrow you may be in 
the eternal world. Do you not often ſee 
the younger depart before the elder? O 
beware of preſuming on long life and a 
death-bed repentance. Are you ready for 
the laſt change? Is fin the abhorrence and 
burden of your ſoul? Is Jeſus Chriſt pre- 
cious to you? Is an intereſt in his righ- 
teouſneſs and grace preferred by you to all 
worldly poſſeſſions? Do you commit your 
everlaſting concerns into his hands? And 
do you deſire, aim and endeavour to walk as 
he walked? Theſe are matters of the 
higheſt moment to us all, whether rich or 
poor, young or old. May we be enabled to 
lay them to heart, that when death comes, 
we may be willing rather to be abſent from 
the body, and to be preſent with the Lord. 
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